
SANITARY AND ME - TEOROLOGICAL NOTES.
Compiled by J. W. MooRE, B.A-., M.D., Univ. Dubi. ; F.R.C.P.I.;

F. R. Met. Soc.; Diplomate in State Medicine and ex-Sch. Trin. Coll. Dahl,

VITAL STATISTICS

For four Weeks ending Saturday, May 20, 1893.

The deaths registered in each of the four weeks in the sixteen
principal Town Districts of Ireland, alphabetically arranged, corre-
sponded to the following annual rates per 1,000 :----
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Armagh - 28'0 49 . 1 56 . 1 21 . 0 i Limerick	 - 16.8 15 . 4 239- 140

Belfast - 277 230 23 . 2 224 Lisburn	 - 17 . 0 21 . 3 12 . 8 257

Cork 22.8 24'2 263 832  Londonderry 2G7 15 . 7 141 18'8

Drogheda 35 . 1 26 . 4 22.0- 22.0 Lurgan.	 - 13 . 7 46 18 . 2 4-6

Dublin - 246 20 . 7 25 . 2 257 Newry.	 - 12 . 1 24 . 1 12.1 402

Dundalk- 50 . 3 41 . 9 168 4 . 2 Sligo 20.3 0.0 5 . 1 51

Galway - 7.6 0 . 0 ( 113 227 + Waterford - 15 . 0 350 2.25 325

Kilkenny 23 . 6 330 14.2 + 0.0	 1i
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Wexford	 -
Í
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E

452 40 . 6 IN

In the week ending Saturday, April 29, 1893, the mortality in thirty-
three large English towns, including London (in which the rate was
19.0), was . equal to an average annual death-rate of 19.7 per 1,000
persons living. The average rate for eight principal towns of Scotland
was 20.9 per 1,000. In Glasgow the rate was 24.9, and in Edinburgh
it was 1°o.

The average annual death-rate represented by the deaths registered
during the week in the sixteen principal town districts of Ireland was 24'7
per 1,000 of the population, according to the Census of 1891.

The deaths from the principal zymotic diseases in the sixteen districts
were equal to an annual rate of 1.7 per 1,000, the rates varying from
0.0 in eight of the districts to 16.8 in Dundalk-the 12 deaths from
all causes registered in that district comprising 4 from measles. Among
the 141 deaths from all causes registered inBe faßt are6. from: meal e ,
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1 from scarlatina, 3 from whooping-cough, and 1 from enteric fever.
The 33 deaths in Cork comprise 2 from measles, 1 from whooping-

cough, and 1 from diarrhoea ; and the 6 deaths in Wexford comprise 3
from measles. The Registrar for St. Mary's District, Drogheda, remarks

. - 4" 
Influenza, affecting the cerebro-spinal system, is again very preva-

lent ;" and the Registrar for Wexford District, remarks—" Measles is
prevalent in all parts of the District."

In the Dublin Registration District the registered births amounted to
216-115 boys and 101 girls ; and the registered deaths to 174-88 males
and 86 females.

The deaths, which are 28 under the average number for the correspond-
ing Week of the last ten years, represent an annual rate of mortality of 26°0
in every 1,000 of the population. Omitting the deaths (numbering 9)
of persons admitted into public institutions from localities outside the
district, the rate was 24.6 per 1,000. During the first seventeen weeks
of the current year the death-rate averaged 27 .7, and was 4.5 under the
mean rate in the corresponding period of the ten years 1883-1892.

Only ii deaths from zymotic diseases were registered, being 11 under
the number for the preceding week, and 13 under the average for the
17th week of the last ten years. They comprise I fron. measles, 1 from
influenza, I from whooping-cough, 2 from enteric fever, and 3 from
erysipelas.

The number of cases of enteric fever admitted to hospital was 7, being
1 under the admissions for the preceding week. Sixteen enteric fever
patients were discharged, and 42 remained under treatment on ,Saturday,,
being 9 below the number in hospital on Saturday, April 22.

Ten cases of scarlatina were admitted to hospital, being 2 in excess
of the admissions for the preceding week; 12 patients were discharged
during the week, and 64 remained under treatment on Saturday, being
2 under the number in hospital at the close of the preceding week.

The hospital admissions for the week included, also, 13 cases of measles
(an increase of 9 as compared with the admissions for the preceding
week), and 2 of typhus : 23 cases of the former and 4 cases of the latter
disease remained under treatment in hospital on Saturday.

The number of deaths from diseases of the respiratory system regis-
tered was 31% being 12 below the average for the corresponding week of
the last ten years, and 14 under the number for the week ended April
22• The 31 deaths comprise 17 from bronchitis and 1.2 from pneu-
monia or inflammation of the lungs.

In the week ending Saturday, May 6, the mortality in thirty-three
"arge English towns, including London (in which the rate was 19.1),
was equal to an average annual death-rate of 19.8 per 1,000 persons
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living. The average rate for eight principal towns of Scotland was 21-5
per 1,000. In Glasgow the rate was 26.4, and in Edinburgh it was 16'5,

The average annual death-rate in the sixteen principal town districts
of Ireland was 22'0 per 1,000 of the population, according to the Census
of 1891.

The deaths from the principal zymotic diseases in the sixteen districts
were equal to an annual rate of 2.7 per 1,000, the rates varying from 0.0
in nine of the districts to 18.1 in Wexford—the 10 deaths from all causes
registered in that district comprising 4 from measles. Among the 117
deaths from all causes registered in Belfast are a from measles, 2 from
scarlatina, 7 from whooping-cough, 1 from enteric fever, and 4 from
diarrhoea. The 35 deaths in Cork comprise 1 from typhus, and 2 from
enteric fever. The 10 deaths in Dundalk comprise 3 from measles. The
Registrar of Wexford District remarks—" Measles continues prevalent."

In the Dublin Registration District the registered births amounted to
225-116 boys and 109 girls; and the registered deaths to 149---77 males
and 72 females.

The deaths, which are 47 under the average number for the corre-
sponding week of the last ten years, represent an annual rate of mortality
of 22'2 in every 1,000 of the population. Omitting the deaths (numbering
10) of persons admitted into public institutions from localities outside the
district, the rate was 20.7 per 1,000. During the first eighteen weeks of
the current year the death-rate averaged 27 . 4, and was 4 . 7 under the
mean rate in the corresponding period of the ten years, 1883--1892.

Twenty-three deaths from zymotic diseases were registered, being 12
over the number for the preceding week and I above the average for
the 18th week of the last ten years, and they comprise 3 from measles
I from typhus, 1 from influenza, 6 from whooping-cough, 4 from enteric
fever, 2 from dysentery, and 2 from erysipelas.

Only 4 cases of enteric fever were admitted to hospital, being 3 under
the admissions for the preceding week : 7 enteric fever patients were dis-
charged and 39 remained under treatment on Saturday, being 3 below
the number in hospital on Saturday, April 29.

Nineteen cases of scarlatina were admitted to hospital, being 9 in
excess of the admissions for the preceding week. Four patients were
discharged during the week, and 79 remained under treatment on
Saturday, being 15 over the number in hospital at the close of the pre-
ceding week.

The hospital admissions for the week included, also, 15 cases of
measles (an increase of 2 as compared with the admissions for the pre-
ceding week), and 2 of typhus : 28 cases of the former and 5 of the
latter disease remained under treatment in hospital on Saturday.

Deaths from diseases of the respiratory system, which had fallen from
45 for the week ended April 22 to 31 for the following week, further



Sanital7 and Meteorological Notes. 	 77

fell this week to 24, or 18 below the average for the corresponding week
of the last ten years. The 24 deaths consist of 9 from bronchitis, 13
from pneumonia or inflammation of the lungs, and 2 from pleurisy.

In the week ending Saturday, May 13, the mortality in thirty-
three large English towns, including London (in which the rate was
17-7), was equal to an average annual death-rate of 18.6 per 1,000
persons living. The average rate for eight principal towns of Scotland
was 20.7 per 1,000. In Glasgow the rate was 24.8, and in Edinburgh it
was 15'7.

The average annual death-rate represented by the deaths registered in
the sixteen principal town districts of Ireland was 23.4 per 1,000 of
the population, based on the Census of 1891.

The deaths from the principal zymotic diseases in the sixteen districts
were equal to an annual rate of 2.8 per 1,000, the rates varying from
0-0 in seven of the districts to 22.6 in Wexford—the 9 deaths from all
causes registered in that district comprising 5 more from measles. Among
the 118 deaths from all causes registered in Belfast are 6 from measles,
1 from scarlatina, 1 from typhus, 2 from whooping-cough, 1 from
diphtheria, I from enteric fever, and 2 from diarrhoea. The 8 deaths
in Armagh comprise 2 from diarrhoea.

In the Dublin Registration District the registered births amounted to
191-97 boys and 94 girls ; and the registered deaths to 175-78
males and 97 females.

The deaths, which are 12 under the average number for the corre-
sponding week of the last ten years, represent an annual rate of mortality
of 26.1 in every 1,000 of the population. Omitting the deaths (number-
ing 6) of persons admitted into public institutions from localities outside
the district, the rate was 25.2 per 1,000. During the first nineteen
weeks of the current year the death-rate averaged 273, and was 4.5
under the mean rate in the corresponding period of the ten years,
1883-1892.

Twenty-eight deaths from zymotic diseases were registered, being
over the number for the preceding week, and 8 above the average

for the 19th week of the last ten years. They comprise 4 from measles,
2 from scarlet fever (scarlatina), 8 from whooping-cough, 1 from diphtheria,
2 from simple continued and ill-defined fever, 4 from enteric fever, and
1 from diarrhoea.

The number of cases of enteric fever admitted to hospital was 5, being
1 over the admissions for the preceding week: 8 enteric fever patients
were discharged, 1 died, and 35 remained under treatment on Saturday,
being 4 below the number in hospital on Saturday, May 6.

Only 8 cases of scarlatina were admitted to hospital, being 11 under
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the admissions for the preceding week: 11 patients were discharged
and 76 remained under treatment on Saturday, being 3 under the
number in hospital at the close of the preceding week.

The hospital admissions for the week included, also, 8 cases of measles
(a decline of 7 as compared with the admissions for the preceding week),
and I case of typhus---32 cases of the former and 5 of the latter disease
remained under treatment in hospital on Saturday.

The. number of deaths from diseases of the respiratory system was
31, being 7 over the number for the week ended May 6, but 6 below the
average for the corresponding week of the last ten years. The 31 deaths
comprise 17 from bronchitis and 11 from pneumonia or inflammation
of the lungs.

In the week ending Saturday, May 20, the mortality in thirty.
three large English towns, including London (in which the rate was
18.2), was equal to an average annual death-rate of 18.9 per 1,000
persons living. The average rate for eight principal towns of Scotland
was 21.9 per 1,000. In Glasgow the rate was 26.8, and in Edinburgh it
was 17 . 1.

The average annual death-rate in the sixteen principal town districts
of Ireland was 23.6 per 1,000 of the population, according to the Census
of 1891.

The deaths from the principal zymotic diseases registered in the sixteen
,districts were equal to an annual rate of 2.0 per 1,000, the rates varying
from 0.0 in twelve of the districts to 5.0 in Waterford—the 13 deaths
from all causes registered in that district comprising 1 from whooping-
cough and 1 from enteric fever. Among the 114 deaths from all
causes registered in Belfast are 5 from measles, 3 from scarlatina, 3
from whooping-cough, 1 from enteric fever, and 5 from diarrhoea.

In the Dublin Registration District the registered births amounted to
188-100 boys and 88 girls; and the registered deaths to 179-81
males and 98 females.

The deaths, which are 1 under the average number for the correspond-
ing week of the last ten years, represent an annual rate of mortality of
26.7 in every 1,000 of the population. Omitting the deaths (numbering
7) of persons admitted into public institutions from localities outside the
district, the rate was 25.7 per 1,000. During the first twenty weeks of
the current year the death-rate averaged 27'3, and was 4.3 under the
mean rate in the corresponding period of the ten years, 1883--1892.

The number of deaths from zymotic diseases registered was 20, -being
8 under the number for the preceding week, and 3 below the average
for the 20th week of the last ten years. The 20 deaths comprise 2 from
measles, I from scarlet fever (scarlatina), I from 'typhus, 2 ; from
" eenza and its eom ilieat ons, 3 from whooping-cough, 1- from diph_
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theria., 1 from ill-defined fever, 6 from enteric fever, and 1 from
erysipelas.

Eleven cases of enteric fever were admitted to hospital, being 6 over
the admissions for the preceding week: 11 enteric fever patients were
discharged, 2 died, and 33 remained under treatment on Saturday, being
2 under the number in hospital on Saturday, May 13.

Thirteen cases of scarlatina were admitted to hospital, being 5 over
the admissions for the preceding week: 9 patients were discharged, and
80 remained under treatment on Saturday, being 4 over the number in
hospital at the close of the preceding week.

The hospital admissions for the week included, also, 5 cases of
measles (a decline of 3 as compared with the admissions for the preceding
week), but no cases of typhus were received. Twenty cases of the former
and 3 of the latter disease remained under treatment in hospital on
:Saturday.

The number of deaths from diseases of the respiratory system regis-
tered was 28, being 6 below the average for the . corresponding week of
the last ten years and 3 under the number for the week ended May 13.
The 28 deaths comprise 12 from bronchitis, 11 from pneumonia or inflamm
nation of the lungs, and 2 from pleurisy.

ßETEOR+OLOGY.

Abstract of Observations made in the City of Dublin, Lat. 53° 20' N.,
Long. 60 15' W., for the Month of May, 1893.

Mean Height of Barometer, 	 -	 -	 -
Maximal. Height of Barometer (on 10th, at 9 a.m.), -
Minimal Height of Barometer (on 19th, at 4 p.m.), -
Mean Dry-bulb Temperature, 	 - 	 -
Mean Wet-bulb Temperature, 	 -	 -
Mean Dew-point Temperature, 	 -	 -	 -
Mean Elastic Force (Tension) of Aqueous Vapour, -
Mean Humidity, - 	 -	 - 
Highest Temperature.. in Shade (on ..11th), -
Lowest Temperature. in Shade (on 31st),
Lowest Temperature o.n Grass (Radiation) (on 31st)
Mean Amount of Cloud, - 	 -	 -
Rainfall (on 10 days), 	 - 	 -	 -
Greatest Daily Rainfall (on 20th),
General Directions of Wind,	 -	 -	 -

30 . 038 inches.
30_145a
29.407 „
55„3°.
52'0°.
49•Q0.

•347 inch.
79.9 per cent.
70.2°.
42.89.
381.8°.
62 . 3 percent..
1'666 inches.

-720 inch..
E..,S.E., W.N.w.



SO	 Sanitary and Meteorological Notes.

Remarkcs.
Like March and April of the present year, this month was singularly

fine--warm and for the most part dry. Unlike March and April, how-
ever, the amount of cloud was considerable 62.3 per cent. compared
with only 49.1 per cent. in March, and only 40.0 per cent. in April.
Nor was the drought at all as severe as in the two previous months. In
Dublin rain fell abundantly at the beginning and in the middle of the
month, the total fall -being 16(36 inches, against only -288 inch in March
and 1.046 inches, in April. As regards temperature, this was a 11 record
month," the mean being 0.9 ° above that for May, 1868—namely, 56-7°
against 55.8°.

In Dublin the arithmetical mean temperature (56.7°) was decidedly
above the average (52'O°); the mean dry bulb readings at 9 a.m. and 9
p.m. were 55.3°. In the twenty-eight years ending with 1892, May
was coldest in 1869 M. T. = 48.2°), in 1885 (M. T. 48.7°), and in 1879
(the "cold year ") (M. T. = 48.8°). It was warmest in 1868 (the
"warm year") M. T. = 55.8°, and 1875 (M. T. = 54.9°). In 1886 the
M. T. was 505°; in 1887, 518°; in 1888, 525°; in 1889, 546°; in 1890,
532°; in 1891, only 496°; and in 1892, 53.8°.

The mean height of the barometer was 30.038 inches, or 0.049 inch
above the corrected average value for May—namely, 29 '989 inches. The
mercury rose to 30.455 inches at 9 a.m. of the 10th, and fell to 29.407
inches at 4 p.m. of the 19th. The observed range of atmospherical
pressure was, therefore, 1.048 inches.

The mean temperature deduced from daily readings of the dry bulb
thermometer at 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. was 55.3°, or 5.0 0 above the value
for April, - 1893. Using the formula, Mean Temp. = Min. + (max.--
min. x •47), the value was 56.3°, or 410 above the average mean tem-
perature for May, calculated in the same way, in the twenty-five years,
1865-89, inclusive (51 .6°). The arithmetical mean of the maximal and
minimal readings was 56.7°, compared with a twenty-five years' average
of 52.00. On the 11th the thermometer in the screen rose to 70'2°--
wind, W.N.W. ; on the 31st the temperature fell to 42.8 °----wind, N.N.E.
The minimum on the grass was 38 . 8°, also on the 31st.

The rainfall amounted to 1.666 inches, distributed over 10 days. The
average rainfall for May in the twenty-five years, 1865-89, inclusive,
was 2.030 inches, and the average number of rainy days was 15.4. The
rainfall and the rainy days, therefore, were much below the average.
In 1886 the rainfall in May was very large 5.472 inches on 21 days;
in 1869 also 5.414 inches fell on 19 days. On the other hand, in 1871,
only •378 of an inch was measured on 9 days; in 1876 only -798 of an
inch fell on 6 days; in 1887 only •882 of an inch, on 10 days; and in
1888 only •978 of an inch on 11 days. In 1890, 2.438 inches fell on
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17 days. In 1891 May was the first month in which the rainfall
exceeded the average. It amounted to 2•792 inches on 17 days. In
1892 the large amount of 4.177 inches fell on 19 days.

Solar halos were seen on the 6th and 10th. High winds were noted
on only 4 days, never attaining the force of a gale. Thunder was heard
on the 15th, 20th, and 29th. No hail, sleet, or snow fell.

During the month the thermometer did not fall. below 32°, either in
the screen or on the grass. The mean minimal temperature on the grass

was 45.6 0, compared with 41.3° in May, 1892, 37.7 ° in 1891, 42.2° in
1$90, 42.4° in 1889, 37 .5° in 1888, and 37.9° in 1887.

During the period ended Saturday, the 6th, the weather was most
favourable. Rain fell in copious showers on Monday and Tuesday, the

ist and 2nd, after which came a succession of fine, dry days, with inter-
vals of hot sunshine. On Sunday, April 30, a 11 hollow " of low atmos-
pherical pressure stretched south-eastwards from Iceland to Denmark,
so that N.W. winds, low temperatures, and changeable showery weather
were experienced in the British Islands. During the next two days the
barometer was unsteady, especially over Ireland and Scotland, in which
countries rain fell pretty freely. In the South of England and the neigh-
bourhood of London, however, the drought continued almost uninter-
ruptedly. On Thursday a large anticyclone began to form over Norway,
the North Sea, and Great Britain, and the weather became once more
finer, brighter, and warmer. Over Ireland much cirriform cloud was at
this time daily observed travelling in an upper air-current from S.W.,
while the surface wind was S.E. or E. In . Dublin the air-pressure
ranged from 29.778 inches, at 4 p.m. of Tuesday (wind S.W.) to 30.2.84
inches at 9 a.m. of Saturday kwind E.S.E.). On Monday the shade
minimum was 461°, on Friday the shade maximum was 687e.  Rain
fell on the first two days to the amount of •402 inch, -323 inch being
measured on Monday, the 1st. The prevalent winds were first westerly,
then east-south-easterly. A solar halo was seen on Saturday forenoon.

The weather was exceedingly fine and dry throughout the week ended
Saturday, the 13th at least in England and Ireland in Scotland refresh-
ing rains fell on Wednesday and the two following days. Atthe beginning
of the period a vast anticyclone stretched south-westwards from Sweden,
where the barometer stood above 30.9 inches (30.95 inches at Hernosand
at 8 a.m. of Sunday), across the North Sea to the British Isles. The
wind was rather squally from E. and S.E. and temperature was low —
night frosts occurring in parts of England as well as on the Continent.
By Wednesday a great change was in progress—the barometer was
falling in the N. and rising in the S., while a tongue of high pressure
still stretched across England and Ireland. The change was attended
by a copious rainfall in many parts of France on Tuesday; and way
followed by the setting in of westerly winds over the northern half of

0
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the..British Isles., where also clouds increased and rain fell as above: men-
tioned. After a- sharp: night on Wednesday,, temperature rose. conside-
rably in England on Thursday, when also the thermometer exceeded 70 11

in the shade in Dublin for the first time this season. Friday was at first
c :ou.dy,. but afterwards fair ; and Saturday proved a brilliant suxnmerlike
day. In Dublin the mean height of the barometer was 30.317 inches,
pressure : ranging from 30'455 inches at 9 a.m. of Wednesday (wind,
E.N.R.) to 30.070 inches at 9 p.m. of Saturday (wind, calm). The
corrected mean temperature was 55.9°. The mean dry bulb readings
at 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. were 5559  On Thursday the thermometer rose
to 702° in the shade, having fallen to 47 . 1 0 on Wednesday. There was
nd rainfall. The prevailing winds. were E. and W.N.W.

The Week ended Saturday, the 2.0íh, may be said to have witnessed the
break-up of the drought, which--with slight and transitory interruptions
.--had held in Western Europe since the end of February. At the
beginning the barometer was falling over England, Ireland, and the
West of France, as a large, but not deep., depression formed over the
Bay of - Biscay and the Atlantic off our S.P. coasts. On Sunday the
weather remained dry in most places, but much lofty cirriform stratus,
cloud came up from the southward, causing the sky to as ume ate!
unsettled, thundery appeg.rance. On Monday thunder storms occurred
*g_:the- West of England and in Wales, and from that time onwards to
the :close of the week thunder and lightning were daily reported from one
:; art . or another of the British Islands. Some very heavy rainfalls
occurred . for example, 1.05 inches at Roche's Point on Tuesday, 1.60
nfhés at Loughborough on Wednesday, •71- inch at Parsonst,own on

Friday, and -72 inch in the City of Dublin on Saturday. On this day
F080 inches of rain fell at the Ordnance Survey Office, Phc3enix Park,.
and .1.0.2.0 inches at the Botanic Gardens, .Glasnev n. As temperature
remained fairly high throughout, the beneficial effects of the rainfall on
vegetation became instantly apparent. In Dublin the mean height. of the
barometer was 29.634 inches, or as much as -683 inch below the mean
fór:the preceding week. The barometer read 30.010 inches at 9 a.m. of
Sunday (wind E.S.E.), and fell to 29 . 407 inches. at .4 p.m. of Friday
(wind E.S.E.). The corrected mean temperature was 57.4 0. The. mean
dry bulb temperature at 9 a.m. and 9. p.m. was 55.4Q. On Sunday the

reened thermometers rose to 6.5'7°, on Saturday they fell to 482°.
Di Cant. thunder was heard on Monday and Saturday. Rain dell on three
days to the amount of •947 inch, -720 inch being measured on Saturday~.
The prevailing winds were E-. and S.E.

Changeable, but favourable, weather prevailed during the week ended
áturday, the .27th.. At first showery, it afterwards- became. dry. and fine,
although the amount of cloud remained considerable to the end. The
peed began.. 'with a .high. p: ensure 8y8tein lying over the Baltic and
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Sáaïdiflavi•L and: dcprsions to the westward and northwestward . of the
British islands. • As. - the week advanced these conditions became reveraed–e.0
the depressions travelled northeastward, and a new area of high pressure
(triticyclOne) came in over Ireland from the Atlantic. At the close of
the period a low pressure system was found over the Baltic and Sweden,
while the anticyclone remained almost stationary over, and off the west
coast of, Ireland. In Dublin Sunday forenoon was rainy ; light showers
fell in the afternoon, but the evening proved fair. Monday was cloudy
but fine. Tuesday was cloudy, showery, and squally. Some rain fell on
Wednesday morning, after which the weather remained chiefly dry but
very cloudy to the close of the week. The mean height of the barometer
in Dublin was 30'014 inches, pressure ranging from 29543 inches at 9
a.m. of Sunday (wind, W.) to 30•337 inches at 9 p.m. of Friday (wixii,
N.NW.)S The corrected mean temperature was 56.60. The mean dry
bulb temperature at 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. was 55'7°. On Sunday the
screened thermometers fell to 469 on Saturday they rose to 648
Rain was measured on four days, the total amount being 137 inch, of
which '059 inch fell on Sunday. The prevalent wind was first westerly,
then northerly.

During the last foul' days the weather, which was chiefly fine but
changeable, was governed by a depression over the south of Sweden and
an anticyclone to the westward of Scotland. North-easterly winds pre-
vailed, and a tendency to electrical disturbances existed on Sunday and
Monday, the 28th and 29th. On the afternoon of the latter day thunder
and heavy rain occurred in both London and Dublin. The weather on
the 30th and 31st was bright and bracing—hot sunshine and a cold
N.E. wind asserting themselves with alternate power.

The rainfall in Dublin during the five months ending May 31st
amounted to 7908 inches on 66 days, compared with 10099 inches on
80 days in 1892, only 5'995 inches on 63 days in 1891, 11-483 inches
on 76 days in 1890, 10'476 inches on 91 days in 1889, 9'068 inhes on
69 days in 1888, 6489 inches on 62 days in 1887, and a twenty-five
years' average of 10'496 inches on 81'6 days.

It may be remembered that on Saturday, May 28th, 1892, 2'056
inches of rain were measured at this station, 1'900 inches having fallen
within 6 hours, or at the rate of 7'6 inches in 24 hours. NO such
measurement had been recorded in Dublin. since October 27, 1880, when
2736 inches of rain fell. May 28, 1892, was only the third occasion
Within the past twenty-eight years on which the rainfall exceeded 2
inches within 24 hours in Dublin.

At KnocldoIjan, Greystones, Co. Wicklow, the rainfall in May, 1893,.
Was I'035 inches, distributed over 11 days. Of this quantity '310 inch
fell on the 16th, and '200 inch on the 29th. The total fall since January
1st,. 1893, equals 19565 inches on 65 days.
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At Cloneevin, Killiney, Co. Dublin, the rainfall in May was 1.12
inches on 10 days, compared with an eight years' average of 2.49 inches
on 15'5 days. The total fall since January 1 at this station has been
8.06 inches on 67 days. The maximal fall on any one day in. May was
-40 inch on the 20th.

LA REVISTA MEDICO-QUIRURGICA AMERICANA.

Ir' September of last year the first number of this Review was issued ia
New York. It is the official organ of the Pan-American Medical Con-
gress, and the language is Spanish. The editors are Prof. Samuel Es
Milliken and Dr. Pedro J. Salicrup, both of New York, and a number of
practitioners in the United States promise co-operation. In October,
1891, the Permanent Committee of the Congress met at St. Louis and
adopted . rules for its organisation. The principal States of South
America, the United States, British North America, Mexico, Central
America, the English, Spanish, Danish, Dutch, and French Antilles,
Hayti, St. Domingo, and Hawaii, are, or are to be, represented on the
International Executive Committee.

PHYSIOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF MAGNETS.

AT the meeting of the American Electro-Therapeutic Association,
held in New York in October last, a paper was presented on this
subject by Dr. Peterson and Mr. Kennedy, Chief Electrician at the
Edison Laboratory. Stimulated by reports of such instances as
Ohárcot's transfer of singultus from one girl to another by a magnet,
Benedikt's soothing the irritability of a hysterical patient by applying
a magnet to the dress covering the sensitive vertebra, Hammond's
curing completely cases of chorea in a few minutes by the same simple
means, it occurred to the authors to ascertain by experiment whether
magnets of enormous power "had any effect at all upon living organic
matter." - They obtained an electro-magnet of enormous potency (fully
described in their paper), and came to the conclusion 11 that the human
organism is in nowise apparently affected by the most powerful magnets
known to modern science; that neither direct nor reversed magnetism
exerts any perceptible influence upon the iron contained in the blood, upon
the circulation, upon ciliary or protoplastic movements, upon sensory or
motor nerves, or upon the brain ;" and that "the ordinary magnets used
in medicine have a purely suggestive or psychic effect, and would in all
probability be quite as useful if made of wood." It will be remembered
that Prof. Barrett, some years ago, made similar experiments with like
results.


